> EE A wig "Kee 


An Anſwer to the REA SONS for con- 
tinung the Palace-Court. ,- 


T's pretended, That the Palace-Court was erected Seventy Years ſince, which is notoriouſly 
falſe, it _ Erected by Letters-Pattents from King Charles II. under the Great Seal, 
October the 4th. Anno Regni ſui 16. And tho' it was of that Antiquity, yet if it be now 
found to be a Grievance, that can be no reaſon for its continuance. 

The Retale Trade being chiefly uſed among the meaner ſort of People, and Trade being 
uncapable of being carried on without ſome Credit, if there were not ſufficient means pro- 
vided, at ſmall Charges, and in a little time, to enforce Payment, che Retale Trade would 
ſink, and the meaner fort of People would periſh for want of Credit.* It cannot be deny'd, 
but that the Eredting a Court of Law (to try ſmall Cauſes by Juries, for the eaſe of the Sub- 
jeR) is extreamly uſeful, in caſe there had been a defect of Juſtice for want of ſuch Courts, but 
in Weſtminſter White-Chapel, Stepney, St. Katharine, Clinke, Southwark, and almoſt in all places within 
the limits of the Palace-Courr, there are ſuch Courts of Record ; ſo that unleſs it be for the 
lucre and benefit of the Steward-Council, and Attornies of the Palace-Courr, there is no ne- 
ceflity or reaſon for that Court to interfere with the other Courts, and encroach upon the 
Limits and Juriſdictions of the ſeveral Lords of them. And it's to be noted, That Marſhal- 
Court Bayliffs enter all private Liberties to make their Arreſts, which the Sheriffs Officers 
don't do, tho' to execute the Proceſs of a ſuperiour Court, unleſs they will ſubje& themſelves 
to the Action of the Bayliff of the private Liberty. 

Beſides the ſeveral Courts above-mention'd, within their Limits and Jurifdidtions have 
(by preſcription time out of mind) ery'd Cauſes of three or four Pound Value, as well as 
the Palace-Cour:, therefore no need for that Court. 

It is for the eaſe of the Subje&t to have Juſtice adminiſter'd near their own Habitations, 
but the Palace-Cowrt compels Perſons out of Middleſex, Eſſex, Surry, and Kent, within twelve 
Miies, to be try'd at that Court held in Southwark, which, without doubt, is a great Violence 
and Oppreſlion to the Subject, to be forc'd from one County to another to receive Juſtice by 
Proceſs of any inferiour Court. 

"Tis ſuggeſted, That if the Palace-Couwre be ſuppreſs'd, that another of the ſame Nature 
muſt be ereted, which is meerly begging the Queſtion ; for there is no need of that, or an 
other ſuch like Court, the defe&t being {oply'd by the aforeſaid Inferiour Courts and Jurik 
dictions. 

*Tis ſaid, That the Mayor's and Sheriff's Courts in London are Infeiiour Courts, and have 
been found uſeful ; but if thoſe Courts had Juriſdiction twelve Miles round Gui/d-Hall, they 
would no doubr, inſtead of being uſeful (as now they muſt be confeſs'd to be) be a great 
Grievance and Oppreflion to the People. 

The Palace-Court pretends to diſcharge all Priſoners where the Debt and Damages are under 
Forty Shillings : This courſe has been in uſe, it may be a little before the ſitting of this Par- 
liament, as if they foreſaw, that their oppreſſive Court ſhould receive its downfal from the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of this Parliament. 

It is pretended, That the Council and Attornies of that Court have bought their Places 
for Life, and conſequently have a Freehold in them ; and therefore it would be an unjuſt 
thing to take away any Man's Freehold. If this ſhould be allow'd as a ſufficient Objection, 
then no A& of Parliament could ever be made ; for no Ac that ever was made, or ever will 
be made, but muſt be to the prejudice and diſadvantage of a few private Perſons ; ſo that 
this can be no reaſon to continue the Palace-Court. 

It ſeems they are willing to ſubmit to a regulation, knowing that nothing but a total ſub- 
verſion of this new erected Palace-Court can in the leaſt affet them ; for a regulation of their 
Proceedings will be little or no eaſe to the Subject, their vaſt Juriſdiction extending twelve 
Miles round the Palace, making a Circle above ſeventy Miles in compaſs, being the 
Grievance complain'd of, which all the Towns and Villages about London can teſtifie ; and by 
the reaſon that they obtain'd the Letrers-Pactents, for the encreaſe of their Juriſdiction, as to 
the Perſons, ſo they may obtain Letters-Pattents to enlarge their Juriſdiction as to place; and 
conſequently gain Power to Arreſt ſeventy Miles round the Palace, and then there would be 
little left for cither inferiour or ſuperiour Court to do. 

It cannot be deny'd, but that the Court of Marſhaſea is a very ancient Court, and very 
uſeful for trying all Cauſes ariting berween any of the King's-Houſhold ; but it is plain, 
that that Court was very early for enlarging its Juriſdiction, and did dire Proceſs againſt all 
Perſons within the Verge, whether of the Houſhold of the King or not ; to obviates which 
encroachment, it was Enacted by the Parliament, that the Parties Arreſted ſhould have li- 
berty to averr, that they were not of the Houſhold at the time of the Suit commenc'd ; - 
- which A their Invention to encreaſe their Jurifdiction was ſubverted ; and it is to be obſerv'd, 
that every At made concerning the Marſbalſea either reſtrains or explains their Juriſdiction, 
but no Ac enlarges it. And lince it was thought fo neceſlary formerly to keep that Court 
within its due Limits and Juriſdiction, why it ſhould be thought convenient at preſent, that 
this new erected Palace-Cours ſhould be favour'd with ſuch ample Authority, is a thing very 
difficult co jmagine. 


